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or three days after this, I went to Mu6dra&; on seeing
me, he began to weep; I was surprised, and asked
him, saying, " My father, is all well ? what is the cause
of your weeping ?" Then, that well wisher, (who loved
me with heart and soul), said, " I conducted you the
other day to that tyrant; if I had known it, I would
not have carried you there/' I was alarmed, and asked
him, " What harm has occurred from my going ? pray
tell me truly/' He then said, "All the nobles, minis-
ters, and officers of state, small and great, of your
father's time, were greatly rejoiced on seeing you, and
began to offer up thanks to God, saying, * Now, our
prince is of age, and fit to reign. Now, in a short
time, the right will devolve upon the rightful [heir];
then he will do justice to our merits, and appreciate
the length of our services/ This news reached the
ears of that faithless wretch,1 and entered his breast
like a serpent. He sent for me in private, and said,
' 0 Mubarak, act now in such a manner, that by some
stratagem or other the prince may be destroyed;
and remove the dread of his [existence] from my heart,
that I may feel secure/ Since then I am quite con-
founded, for your uncle is become the enemy of your
life/' When I heard this dreadful news from
I was dead without being murdered, and fell at his
feet from fear of my life, and said, " For God's sake,
I relinquish my throne; by any means, let my life bo
saved/' That faithful slave lifted up my head, clasped
me to his breast, and said, " There is no danger, a
thought has struck me; if it turns out well, then

1 The regent; the fourth Dancetlt* undo*